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For immediate release Wednesday 2nd February  

Government and industry launch landmark ‘Action Plan’ for zero 
emission Powered Light Vehicles (PLV)  
 

The PLV (powered two, three and light four-wheeled vehicles) sector has today 
launched its ‘Action Plan’ for Government and industry to help realise its full potential 
in decarbonising the UK’s transport sector. 
 
The Motorcycle Industry Association and transport decarbonisation specialists, Zemo 
Partnership, were tasked in the Government’s Transport Decarbonisation Plan1 to 
identify the actions needed to create new UK business and consumer opportunities 
for zero emission ‘powered light vehicles’ (PLVs). This includes powered two wheelers 
and other ‘L-Category’ vehicles, as regulation defines them. 
 
Today’s publication of the Action Plan shows how, working together with industry, the 
Government can remove barriers, which will allow zero emission PLVs to become 
significant modes of transport and help ensure industry and consumers are able to 
fully harness the opportunities they present for the environment, congestion and as 
affordable personal mobility solutions. 
 
The Action Plan recommends: 
 
1. A review of existing L-Category vehicle regulation to ensure it remains fit for 

purpose and caters for the evolution of future zero emission PLVs, including 
assessing the potential for a new vehicle category. 

2. Developing the component and system supply chain in the UK for zero emission 
L3-Category powered two-wheelers (PTWs) to encourage new entrants to the 
market, lower manufacturing costs and maximise the potential for GHG emission 
savings. 

3. Developing the manufacturing base and supply chain in the UK for zero emission 
L7 cargo vehicles to increase the number and availability of models on the 
market, providing a greater degree of consumer and fleet choice. 

 
1 “We will use Zemo Partnership’s strategic partnership with the Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) to 

stimulate and coordinate activity in this area and publish options to develop this at national and local level.” 
(UK Government Transport Decarbonisation Plan, 2021, P96). 
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4. A review of the current grant and incentivisation structure in the PLV sector, 
including adopting learning from other vehicle categories where the roll out of 
zero emission tailpipe vehicles has proven successful.  

5. Conducting a public awareness campaign jointly led by Government and industry 
to promote the existence, availability, and benefits of zero emission PLVs to 
consumers and businesses. 

6. Simplifying the existing licensing regime across all L-Category segments to 
improve access to zero emission PLVs for a wider section of the community, 
increasing access, uptake and adoption. 

7. Increasing mobility in rural communities by providing access to affordable zero 
emission PLV solutions using initiatives such as Wheels to Work. 

8. Engaging with local authorities through the Local Authority Transport 
Decarbonisation Toolkit to ensure zero emission PLVs form part of an integrated 
transport solution for the UK. 

9. Creating a formal L-Category community to engage with the Government and 
monitor the delivery of this Action Plan. 

10. Engaging with industry to ensure zero emission PLVs are considered and 
incorporated into the development of the EV charging infrastructure. 

 

Transport Minister Trudy Harrison said: "I fully welcome this Action Plan which sets out 
opportunities to support the resurgence of the UK's iconic motorcycle industry and 
put us one step closer towards making our air cleaner and lives healthier. 

"As we power up the green revolution, we are determined to find the right place for 
zero emission PLVs within our transport network and believe they can offer an 
affordable, convenient and sustainable way to travel, while helping to cut congestion 
in our towns and cities.” 

MCIA CEO, Tony Campbell, said of today’s launch: “Traditionally, powered two-
wheelers and other types of PLVs have often been absent from national and local 
policy development due to an underappreciation or lack of awareness of their 
potential benefits to the environment. 
 
“It is testament to the industry and all it has done to showcase its decarbonisation 
credentials that it is now regarded as a serious mode of transport for consideration 
alongside others, where appropriate, in the future of our transport ecosystems.   
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“Today’s launch of the Action Plan is a landmark day for our sector, and we look 
forward to continuing our work with the Government and industry to ensure the full 
and proper implementation of the Plan’s recommendations throughout 2022 and 
beyond.” 
 
Zemo Partnership CEO, Andy Eastlake, said: “Road transport is one of the most 
challenging areas in terms of the achievement of net zero by 2050. Policymakers will 
need all the tools in the box to deliver this and ensuring every vehicle type can play 
its part is a critical step. 
 
“Using the right vehicle for the right journey is a crucial element of the transition to 
zero emission mobility. PLVs open new opportunities to improve the efficiency with 
which we use road space, resources and energy, to cut greenhouse gas emissions 
and, potentially, also contribute to much needed improvements in urban air quality.” 
 
The full report (‘Realising the Potential of Zero Emission Powered Light Vehicles’) is 
available for download here.  
 
ENDS 
  
Notes to Editors: 
 
MCIA represents over 90% of the supply side of the industry; the manufacturers and 
importers of powered two-wheelers (PTWs) and other PLVs (or L-Category vehicles), 
accessory and component suppliers and companies providing associated services. 
For more information about MCIA or to interview Tony Campbell, CEO, please call 
07795 844779 or email t.campbell@mcia.co.uk. 

Zemo Partnership (www.zemo.org.uk). was established in 2003 (as LowCVP) as a 
public-private partnership working to accelerate a sustainable shift to lower and zero 
carbon vehicles and fuels and create opportunities for UK businesses. Zemo is a not-
for-profit, independent partnership, jointly funded by the Government and its 
members, whose breadth of backgrounds and perspectives make the Partnership 

https://www.zemo.org.uk/assets/reports/PLV%202022%20Final.pdf
mailto:t.campbell@mcia.co.uk
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unique. For more information about Zemo Partnership or to interview Andy Eastlake, 
CEO, please contact 07976 363283 or email andy.eastlake@zemo.org.uk. 

Follow us on Twitter: @MCIATweets @Zemo_org 

Examples and definitions of the different L-Category Vehicles (L1 to L7) can be found 
here. 

For further information, please contact:   

Alfie Brierley, Head of Policy and Public Affairs, a.brierley@mcia.co.uk M: 07590168714 

Neil Wallis, Head of Communications, neil.wallis@zemo.org.uk M: 07974 255720 

mailto:andy.eastlake@zemo.org.uk
https://www.mcia.co.uk/about
mailto:a.brierley@mcia.co.uk
mailto:neil.wallis@zemo.org.uk

