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LowCVP gears up for road transport’s ‘decade of change’ 
Celebrates 15-years of cutting road transport emissions at Parliamentary Reception 
 
The Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership (LowCVP) will announce its first ever three-year strategic work 

programme at a packed reception in Parliament today, also welcoming a leading organisation from 

the influential finance/leasing community to the ranks of its members. 

Road transport is a vital sector in terms of its impact on emissions implicated in climate change, as 

well as health impacts caused by local pollution. Low emission vehicles and fuels are set to 

dominate the automotive markets of the future; the Government’s Clean Growth Strategy and the 

Industrial Strategy – both launched recently - highlighted the vital importance of the sector to the 

UK’s industrial future. 

Transport minister Jesse Norman MP, Shadow Transport Secretary Andy McDonald MP and Lilian 

Greenwood MP, Chair of the Transport Select Committee will all be at the LowCVP reception, to be 

held in Parliament’s Terrace Pavilion, to learn more about the progress made over the last fifteen 

years, as well as the Partnership’s plans for the future. Over 40 parliamentarians have also 

registered their interest in attending the event, as well as more than 200 stakeholders in the low 

carbon/emissions transport agenda. 

Transport Minister Jesse Norman MP said: “This Government is committed to improving air quality 

and tackling climate change. That is why we are investing almost £1.5 billion over this Parliament as 

part of the drive to reduce emissions from transport. 

“The Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership continues to play a vital role in supporting these 

environmental targets.” 

The LowCVP’s three-year strategy will have as a central aim, the encouragement of a ‘demand-pull’ 

for low emissions solutions (vehicles, fuels and – progressively - mobility overall) while continuing 

to address supply-side ‘blockages’. The LowCVP will continue to embrace the air quality agenda and 

ensure that it complements the central mission; to deliver on the climate change targets in the 

context of road transport. 



The LowCVP’s core role of providing independent evidence-based information and advice, on which 

sound future policies can be based and industry can invest, is seen as increasingly important in the 

current complex and disparate market. 

The LowCVP is also announcing that Lombard/NatWest – leading leasing/finance organisations - will 

be joining the Partnership from April this year. While the LowCVP already has approaching 200 

members, there has been less engagement so far from the vital financing sector, which could have 

the potential to stimulate much greater demand for the electric and ultra-low emission vehicles 

(ULEVs) which are becoming available in increasing numbers, shapes and sizes. 

LowCVP’s Managing Director, Andy Eastlake said: “I am excited by the potential of the vehicle 

finance sector to contribute to our agenda. As well as Lombard/NatWest, there are signs of growing 

interest and engagement from other key players in this area. 

“Our focus on building consumer demand for ULEVs could be strongly supported by leading 

financial players who have perhaps the most direct influence on today’s markets. We will be 

beginning our engagement by focusing on the key areas that financing solutions may be able to 

unblock. 

“I am delighted that our three-year work programme has been supported. It gives us a longer view 

and greater stability as an organisation, providing the opportunity to strengthen our relationships 

with stakeholders in key areas.” 

Richard Saint, Head of Energy Infrastructure & Industrials for Lombard and NatWest, said: 

“NatWest and Lombard are delighted to be the only financial partners of the LowCVP. How we use 

energy for transportation is changing dramatically – low carbon and electric vehicles are an 

increasing area of growth and can make a real impact to helping the UK’s ambition to become a low 

carbon economy.   

“We are committed to becoming a more sustainable bank; a more responsible company, doing 

business in a more sustainable way and helping our customers do so too. With almost 25 years of 

experience in the sector and over 300 trained renewable energy banking specialists across the UK, 

NatWest in association with Lombard, remains committed to providing both finance and support to 

the sector.” 

Darran Messem, Chairman, LowCVP said: “Increasing the number of ULEVs on UK roads requires 

sustained and focused effort to build consumer confidence so the move to a three-year planning 

horizon, added to growing engagement from the finance/leasing sector, is an important, positive 

step for the LowCVP and the low emissions road transport agenda”.  

LowCVP’s 15th Anniversary publication: (Download link here) 

LowCVP’s new brochure and 2017-18 annual review: (Download link here) 

For more information visit www.lowcvp.org.uk 

ENDS 

https://www.lowcvp.org.uk/assets/other/Progress%20on%20the%20Low%20Carbon%20Journey%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.lowcvp.org.uk/assets/other/LowCVPBrochureInsertReviewCombined2018.pdf
http://www.lowcvp.org.uk/


NOTES TO EDITORS 

The LowCVP (www.lowcvp.org.uk), which was established in 2003, is a public-private partnership 

that exists to accelerate a sustainable shift to lower carbon vehicles and fuels and create 

opportunities for UK businesses. Nearly 200 organisations are engaged from diverse backgrounds, 

including automotive and fuel supply chains, government, vehicle users, academics, environment 

groups and others.  

Follow the LowCVP on Twitter: @theLowCVP 

For further information, please contact:  
Neil Wallis, Head of Communications.  
neil.wallis@lowcvp.org.uk Tel: 0207 304 6806 Mob: 07974 255720 
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