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Air pollution standards are widely exceeded 
throughout London

Air pollution in London 
leads to:

1,600 premature 
deaths

1,500 hospital 
admissions for 
respiratory illness

3,000 hospital 
admissions for heart 
issues or stoke



The principal air pollution problems in London are 
caused by Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particles (PM10)

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/air_quality/docs/chap_2.pdf

Nitrogen Dioxide

PM10

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/air_quality/docs/chap_2.pdf


Traffic is the principal source of air pollution in 
London

Taxis contribute

c25% of PM10 in Central London
c10% nitrogen oxides



Most of the pollution of from Euro 1 or older taxis  

Contribution of vehicle types 
to taxi emissions inside the M25
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Taxis produce relatively large amounts of air pollution 
per passenger km compared cars and buses
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Vehicles also cause about a quarter of the UK 
emissions of carbon dioxide the main greenhouse gas

UK Road Transport CO2 Emissions
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Hurricane Rita is further evidence of 
accelerating climate change

“The increased intensity of these 
types of storms is very likely to be 
due to global warming”

− Sir John Lawton

The frequency of the most 
severe hurricanes has increased 
from 18% (’70-’74) to 35% (’00-’04)

Katrina estimated to cost 
>$200Bn, 

− Rita ???

http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/309/5742/1844/FIG4



Birmingham tornado 
29/7/05

http://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/bhavinshah/entry/birmingham_tornado/



Growing evidence indicates the oceans are influenced by 
climate change – with potentially extreme consequences

http://www.stabilisation2005.com/33_Richard_Wood.pdf

http://www.stabilisation2005.com/33_Richard_Wood.pdf


Energy consumption and journeys made in London 
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We can choose less polluting options …

Toyota Avensis 2.4 WT-i 227g/km

Toyota Prius 104g/km



Even less polluting 4x4’s! 

Lexus RX400h – 192 g/km

Lexus RX300 – 288 g/km



We have choices at home too..



A range of less polluting taxis are also 
available



Options to improve the environmental 
performance of taxis

Adapted from TFL 2004



Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership

Accelerating a 
sustainable shift 

to low carbon 
vehicles and fuels 

in the UK 

Stimulating 
opportunities for 
UK businesses



Thank you

Low Carbon Vehicle Partnership
17 Queen Anne’s Gate
London SW1H 9BU
Tel: 020 7222 8000
Email: secretariat@lowcvp.org.uk
Web: www.lowcvp.org.uk
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