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A brief reminder…

Question:
To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the letter from 
Transport for London and other organisations, dated 18 July, calling for improved 
compulsory basic training for motorcyclists; and what plans they have, if any, to 
implement the recommendations set out in that letter. (HL9511) 

Answer:
Baroness Vere of Norbiton: 
One of the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency’s priorities, as outlined in its 
strategic plan, is to improve motorcyclist and instructor training, which includes 
compulsory basic training (CBT).

The newly formed motorcycle strategic focus group is working closely with industry 
stakeholders to consider how to improve the safety of those involved in the rider gig 
economy, coupled with changes to motorcycle training and testing to ensure riders 
have the skills and knowledge they need for a lifetime of safe and sustainable 
journeys.

Any changes to the training and licencing regime, including CBT, will form 
part of a wider package of reforms when parliamentary time allows.
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‘A Licence to Net Zero’ campaign 
Unleashing our potential, licence reform essential

Commercial:

• Ensure a regulatory environment in which obtaining an L-

Category vehicle license is easier to do than is currently the 

case.

Public Affairs:

• Commit the Government to conducting a full-scale review of 

the L-Category licensing regime.

Communications objective:

• Educate key decision makers and influencers on the need for 
a full-scale review of the L-Category licensing regime.
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‘A Licence to Net Zero’ campaign 
Unleashing our potential, licence reform essential

Strengthen, finalise, and 

utilise the industry’s 

evidence/argument base to 

convince DfT, via DVSA and 

directly, of the need for a full-

scale review.

Maintain our seat at the table 

and remain consistently and 

proactively engaged with 

relevant 

stakeholders/organisations.

Strengthen the industry’s 

representation by leveraging third 

party supporters in calling for a 

review as part of a wider 

campaigning coalition; and 
securing political support from 

key parliamentarians to exert 

additional pressure on DfT to act.

A three-fold strategy: 
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Licensing proposals

We are calling on the Government to:

Conduct a full-scale review of the existing L-Category licensing regime 

Including: 

1. Earlier access to L-Category vehicles, including creating two new vehicle categories - the electric light moped and the e-step 

scooter.

2. Incentives for moped and A1-Category vehicle users to take a test.

3. All licence upgrades and access to L-Category vehicles up to 22kW to be carried out by DVSA-approved motorcycle instructors 

working within an Approved Motorcycle Training Body (ATB).

4. CBT to be taken once, and valid for two years. After two years, users should take a new ‘CBT Plus’, valid for two years, to 

improve their skills and bring them closer to test standard. After 2 years, users on CBT Plus must then gain a full licence. 

5. Returning to a single event test, instead of the current module 1 and module 2 tests.

6. A review of minimum test vehicle and licence entitlements for all electric L-Category vehicles.  

7. A review of tricycle and quadricycle licencing & testing (L2, L5, L6 & L7) that retains current regulation access entitlements but 

allows for additional access under a provisional licence at age 16 for L2 and L6, and the introduction of direct access to L5 and L7 

at 18 years of age.
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31ST JULY 7TH AUGUST
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14TH AUGUST 21ST AUGUST

28TH AUGUST
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How you can support / next 
steps

For more information about the campaign or our 

proposals, please contact Sean Waters at 

s.waters@mcia.co.uk

mailto:s.waters@mcia.co.uk
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