
Moving Britain Ahead July 2019
The RTFO Unit - Business as Usual 1

Maximising the benefits of today’s low carbon fuels 
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Where we are

Why go further?

How?
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The Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation – 10 years of carbon 
savings
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Certificates can be 
redeemed against a 

suppliers’ obligation or 
traded with other suppliers 

to earn revenue.

RTFC

A certificate is issued for 
every litre of biofuel 

supplied. Fuels derived from 
wastes are awarded double 

certificates.

RTFC

Advanced

The RTFO Unit 
administers the scheme -
checking on the payment 
of the duty and issuing 

RTFCs.

Fraud risks are managed 
by: independent 

verification; a risk-based 
approach; and further 

investigations.

The Renewable 

Transport Fuel 

Obligation 

(RTFO) is…

… a legal requirement on fuel suppliers to, effectively, supply sustainable renewable fuel

… based on market traded certificates (known as renewable transport fuel certificates, or RTFCs)
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Today around 4% of road fuels in the UK are renewable
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Annual GHG savings 

equivalent to taking <1 

million cars off the road 

each year

Average GHG savings of 

~78% compared to petrol 

and diesel
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“No regrets” targets to 2032 introduced last year

Target more than doubled for 

clear investment signal

Set to 2032 to align with UK 

carbon budget cycle

Providing above 7% by 

energy in 2032
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But the overall carbon challenge is huge
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Source for figures: 
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And the challenge just got bigger…..
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So what’s the plan? 
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How to go further with today’s low carbon fuels? 
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Maximise the savings of the fuels delivered under the RTFO 

10



July 19

11

Updated evidence on costs &  availability of sustainable feedstocks
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Develop cost effective policy options
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Bring the wider public along
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Thank you

For information on:

UK Biofuels statistics 

Biofuels legislation

Guidance on the RTFO

Stakeholder events

Visit our web page:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/renewable-transport-fuels-obligation

Biofuels.Transport@dft.gov.uk

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/renewable-transport-fuels-obligation
mailto:Biofuels.Transport@dft.gov.uk

