
New
s

It’s been a mixed start to 2026 for 
the road transport decarbonisation 
agenda; but certainly nowhere near 
as miserable as the weather!
	 There was some inconsistency in 
reporting of the 2025 out-turn under the 
ZEV mandate. However, the indications 
suggest that the EV sales targets for the 
year were met once flexibilities, based 
on past credits from previous years and 
sales of PHEVs, are taken into account. 
The government has said that there will 
be an interim review of the mandate in 
early 2027 when an assessment will be 
made of any changes needed after some 
flexibilities expire at the end of this year.
	 While January 2026 new EV sales 
figures were underwhelming, with a 
tiny rise on January 2025, there was 
better news on sales of used electric cars 
which rose by 46% last year (vs 2024).  
	 The passenger car sector is clearly 
a rapidly maturing market for EVs. 
Favourable Benefit-in-Kind (BiK) 
rates and a maturing product range 
have led many company car fleets 
to switch to BEVs. Whole-life cost 
calculations increasingly stack up, 
particularly when fuel savings and lower 
maintenance are taken into account.
	 We may well come to look back on 2025 
as the year when the electrification of...
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