
Earlier this year, in its advice on the 
Seventh Carbon Budget, the Climate 
Change Committee (CCC) reminded 
us that the road transport sector can 
– and must – make a big contribution 
to reducing the UK’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. Surface transport accounts for 
nearly a quarter of UK emissions and has 
been the highest-emitting sector since 
2015, with almost all coming from road 
transport. The CCC said that a shift to 
electric cars and vans, along with other 
zero-emission vehicles, greater use of 
public transport, walking and cycling, plus 
more efficient driving and improvements 
in conventional vehicles, could cut surface 
transport emissions by up to 86 per cent 
by 2040 (compared to 2023 levels).
   The “emissions” case for decarbonising 
road transport is well-documented, 
but progress is too slow and there 
are big gaps in the policy framework. 
In June, Zemo published our Map 
of Missing Policies report, outlining 
what is needed to speed up the UK’s 
transition to net zero transport.
   There is also an “economic” case: 
the opportunity to drive growth, 
prosperity and jobs in manufacturing, 
infrastructure and services. We at Zemo 
are turning our attention to building 
this case for our policy proposals...
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