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LEASING

Lex Autolease cashback offer
sees surge in EV orders

Lex Autolease has reported a
surge in pure electric vehicle
(EV) orders since the launch
of its £1m fund at the start
the year, which will increase
the size of its EV fleet by
more than 67 per cent.
The £1m fund aims to
accelerate uptake of EVs by
providing cashback of £1,000
against the first 1,000 eligible
orders. 467 qualifying orders
were placed in the first four
months of 2019 alone, set
to receive contributions
of £467,000 in total.
The business predicts that
once the funds have been
fully allocated, there will be
an overall increase of at least
eight per cent in the number

of pure EVs on the UK’s roads.
The fund has also generated
significant interest in EVs from
both business and personal
customers, with a further 530
orders placed in three months,
taking the total to 997.
Of the total EVs ordered
in 2019 to date, 80 per cent
are cars and 20 per cent are
light commercial vehicles
(LCVs). Business contracts
account for 80 per cent of
orders, and personal contracts
account for 20 per cent. The
new vehicles will eliminate
an estimated 8,400 tonnes of
carbon from roadside emissions
and will cover more than 42m
zero emission miles over the
duration of their contracts.
The fund is open to individual
and business customers, and
will close once the full £1m has
been allocated. To find out more,
visit www.lexautolease.co.uk.
READ MORE
tinyurl.com/y4mwwh5p

FUEL CARDS

New BP fuel card to include EV charging
BP is launching a new Fuel &
Charge card, giving fleets access
to both BP petrol and diesel as
well as electric vehicle charging
through the polar network.
Due to launch later this
summer, the BP Plus cross
acceptance network is
comprised of over 3,600 fuel
sites, and the 7,000 charge
points that make up the polar
network. Drivers can check the
BP Fuel & Charge Card App to
find the closest available EV
charging point or BP forecourt.
As well as access to these
nationwide networks, BP can
also offer customers fully
integrated support, through the
installation of home and office
charging via BP Chargemaster.
The combination of an extensive
public charging network with
work and home charging
solutions, demonstrates BP’s
commitment to ensuring
EV is a viable option for
more fleet customers.
Additionally, BP will begin
rolling out ultra-fast charge

points on BP forecourts in the
coming months. These ultra-fast
chargers will provide a 150kW
charge, meaning drivers will be
able to charge in 10 minutes.
The BP Fuel & Charge card
dashboard provides an overview
of expenses for both fuel and
EV charging in one place,
saving admin time so that fleet
managers can focus on running
their business. This data also
allows a comparison of the total
cost of ownership between the
different fuel types of a fleet.
READ MORE
tinyurl.com/y4snhp8w

LowCVP’s Andy Eastlake

The tools for transport in responding
to the Climate Emergency
It feels like the tectonic plates may be shifting on climate change
policy. The ‘school strike’ protests led by the extraordinary Swedish
schoolgirl Greta Thunberg, gave way to the Extinction Rebellion
direct actions in London and elsewhere; the Attenborough TV
documentary confronted a mainstream audience with the imperative
for action on climate change. The Committee on Climate Change,
with impeccable timing, launched the ‘Net Zero’ report which further
‘ups the ante’ on climate action, prescribing a more stretching target
for emissions reduction than had already been agreed under the UK’s
2008 Climate Change Act.
This ‘perfect storm’ culminated in the Government declaring a ‘climate and
environment emergency’, as MPs from all parties agreed that more must be
done, and cities are clamouring to declare local ambitious targets for zero
climate impact.
But what does the declaration of a ‘climate emergency’ mean for the fleet
sector and what more will be done to drive change in fleets?
It’s likely that there will be policy changes and there’s certainly an opening
now for that change to happen more rapidly than would otherwise have been
the case. (The withdrawal of the Scottish Government’s plans to abolish Air
Passenger Duty in Scotland was an early indication that policy makers will be
wary of making decisions that appear incongruous – at best - in the face of
their support for the emergency declaration; and there are plenty of people
who will call them out if they don’t!)
Road transport was again highlighted (rightly) by the Committee on Climate
Change as a ‘problem’ sector, along with the decarbonisation of heat. The
Committee sees bringing forward the electrification of as much of road
transport as possible to be a major part of the answer. (Rather than a 2040
end date for sale of conventional ICEs, they’re proposing 2035, or even 2030)
Producers are responding and this year will see a doubling in the number
of models of plug-in cars on the market (with, hopefully, at least a halving of
delivery times). This will provide options for some operators, but not all. (Policy
changes will be aimed at moving to more ‘electric miles’ where practical.) But,
however much we all want to use zero emission solutions, it’s very clear that
road transport will still be burning liquid fuels in internal combustion engines
for a significant time to come.
There are practical, technical decarbonisation options for operators apart
from electrification; more and more fleets are using sustainable biofuel
alternatives as a step change reduction from fossil fuels (to complement
electrification), particularly for heavy duty fleets. Hydrogen, too, seems to
be making serious impact now with Transport for London investing £12m to
introduce the first 20 double-deck hydrogen fuel cell-powered buses to the
capital and Liverpool working to match this. It’s heartening that the buses to
be adopted are made by British companies (Wrights and ADL).
But not all the options involve adopting new technology. Operators should
also be considering advanced logistical solutions which could include closer
collaboration with other parties, even competitors. New, ‘smart’ technologies
are rapidly transforming the opportunities for innovative solutions to come
forward. Driver training must also be part of the mix; significant fuel and cost
savings can come from not just training – but engaging and inspiring – drivers
to do the right thing and drive more efficiently.
As an engineer, I know there are times you need a sledgehammer…or at
other times a jeweller’s screwdriver can fix the problem. The real art is picking
the right one! So yes, let’s accelerate the drive for electrification but, until
we get there, let’s use all the ‘tools in the box’ for operational efficiency, low
carbon energy and vehicle technology to ensure that road transport does
everything possible, as soon as possible, in response to the climate emergency
we all face.
The LowCVP Conference in London on July 8 will address many of these
issues. It’s entitled: ‘More than electric dreams? Future fuels on the Road to
Zero’. More details and bookings:
www.lowcvp.org.uk/events/conference/2019

FURTHER INFORMATION
www.lowcvp.org.uk/events/conference/2019

